Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



«■ -^ -^ »•■ 




eoooesesop 



f33 




4f Aitib^I Iftetottr 



OF 



THE MIRACULOUS CASE 



OF 



MAEY JOBSON. 



BY 



W. REID CLANNT, M.D., r.R.S.-E.-M.R.I.A., 

PHYSICIAN IN ORDINARY TO H. R. H. THE DUKE OF SUSSEX, 
AND SENIOR PHYSICIAN TO THE SUNDERLAND INFIRMARY. 



SECOND EDITION. 



NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE : 

M. A. BIGHARDSON, 101, PILGRIM STREET. 
LONDON : /. R. SMITH, 4, OLD COMPTON STREET, SOHO. 

1841. 



^33. 



lEitUtctf at StatUmcts' l^alL 




NewcMtUj-nponTyne. Printed hy M. A. Richardson, 101, Pilgrim Street. 



PREFACE. 



I have taken eonsiderable pains to render this more perfect 
than the previous edition; and have much pleasure in being 
enabled to add the evidences of two professional friends whose 
integrity and piety are well known to me. 

In these days of scepticism I am not surprised to find tfiat 
some persons discredit the facts contained in this Record, and 
others endeavour to. explain them away, so as to get rid of the 
miracle altogether. I have no doubt but other individuals^ 
in the spirit of a base and grovelling unbelief will inquire-— 
" What object is to be accomplished by such manifestation ? " 
If such should be the case may we not put the following ques- 
tion to those unbelievers, by way of reply ? " Are you enabled 
to comprehend the end to be accomplished — is it given to you 
to understand the intention of the Almighty by such manifes- 
tationSj — or, are you so bigotted as not to comprehend that objects 
of the greatest moment ma]^'! be .accomplished by such events, 
though, at the present time* you may not be enabled to fathom 
them? ^,- , ,, " 

1 am aware that som^^'pei^s have, from infancy, been in- 
structed to regard sis stip^fs^l^us . all belief in supernatural 
agency, and £uch persons, wilT no doubt, be prejudiced in re-» 
spect to the facts stated in this Record ; but the prejudices of 
education are too frequently opposed to truth — as a remark-- 
able instance, we all know that the prejudices of the Jews 
led them to reject and crucify the blessed Messiah. 

Perhaps some persons may be inclined to enlist science in 
support of their incredulity, and presume to assert that this 
miracle was improbable as it did not square with their philosophy 
— ^but I request that if there be such individuals they will hold 
in remembrance that neither science, nor philosophy, is always 
correct, for with these collateral lights the Greeks were led to 
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EVIDENCE OF R. B. EMBLETON, SURGEON. 

TO DR. CLANNY. 

Dear Sir, 

I have written out a brief, but I believe a cor- 
rect account of the case of Mary Jobson, and have enclo&- 
'ed it for your perusal. Not having kept notes, I have 
been unable to set down the exact dates when the changes 
occurred, and have also purposely avoided entering into a 
detail of the treatment, as I do not think it would tend at 
all to elucidate this most singular case. If, however, there 
be any thing omitted, or any thing with which you wish to 
be more fully acquainted, I shall be most happy to give 
you every information in my power. 

With every sentiment of respect, 
I remain, 

Your^s obediently, 

ROBT. B. EMBLETON. 

Coronation Street^ 
l^th September, 1840. 
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THE CASE OF MARY JOBSON. 



I was sent for on the 9th day of February, to visit 
Mary Jobson, a girl between twelve and thirteen years of 
age. Upon inquiring, I found that she had experienced 
an attack of illness 9;bout a fortnight previous, which, ac- 
cording to the description given by her mother, seemed to 
have been something similar to what she was now lal^our;- 
ing under ; she, however, rallied, and became sufficiently 
well to attend an examination of the children belonging 
the Sunday Schools, connected with the Tabernacle ; and I 
understand, took a very prominent part in the proceedings, 
having had to recite several verses and passages of scrip- 
ture. On the following morning she took ill again, and 
she continued progressively worse, when I was sent for. 
On my first visit, she complained of severe pain on the 
back part of the head, increased on pressure ; Jier eyes 
were very sensible to the light, and slightly injected with 
blood ; she had a sensation of sickness, but no vomiting : 
the heat of the skin was a little above the natural tempe- 
rature ; her bowels were constipated, and her pulse about 
120, but very weak, and frequently irregular. I applied 
leeches over the pained part, followed by a blister, and 
gave calomel, at the same time, endeavouring to purge 
her, but I found this no easy matter ; for after she had 
taken about two dozen powders, each containing from 
eight to ten grains of jalap with two of calomel, her bowels 
remained constipated, till moved by large doses of castor 
oil, frequently repeated. This plan of treatment was 'con- 
tinued for a fortnight, without benefit ; indeed, the pain 



had increased considerably, and the slightest touch was 
sufficient to make her scream out loudly. About this time 
a change took place in the symptoms, the pupils which 
were before contracted became dilated, and the pulse fell 
to 65 or 70 ; the skin also became cold, excepting the por- 
tion of scalp at which she complained of pain, which was 
considerably more hot than natural, and the heat extended 

down the back part of the neck. No improvement 

taking place, the parents began to be uneasy, and were 
wishful to have some further advice ; I therefore, called in 
Mr. T. Embleton, who recommended the same plan of 
treatment to be continued : leeches and blisters were again 
applied, but, the pain still remained undiminished. On 
the 9th of March, she was attacked with convulsions of a 
very severe dcBcription, the anns, legs, and trunk being in 
a continual state of agitation, attended with frothing at 
the mouth : this state continued nearly the whole of the 
day. On the following day the convulsions ceased, but 
were renewed on the next Sunday, with, if possible, greater 
violence, and, in addition, the face was drawn to one side : 
the eyes now became inflamed, especially the left eye, the 
tears kept .constantly trikling down the cheek, and the 
pupils once more became contracted. She continued in 
this state for a day or two, with slight remissions, when, 
she was attacked with perfect impossibility of swallowing, 
either fluids or solids. For several days she went almost 
without food, not being able to take anything, whilst the 
fit lasted. I happened to be present one day, when her 
mother was attempting to give her some milk, but although 
she poured it fairly into the mouth, it immediately return- 
ed, not being thrown out with force, as if from spasmodic 
contraction, but simply running over the under lip. These 
convulsions continued for several weeks, during which, she 
appeared to be quite insensible to all around, and, with the 



bleton, who has been saying to William Grecian, that 
he would see her brain ; but my law shall not be broken. 
What more can they want than the voice of God ? I am 
speaking out of the Heavens. You mock my law, when 
you do not listen to my words : — ^marvel not ! She is no 
one'^s patient. — She is as dead. If they were to persevere, 
I should send judgments. Two angels should appear with 
drawn swords in their mouths. If my word had not been 
there first, (something said about the difficulties of the 
case) for the Medical Surgeons were sent on the Earth by 
me. I am the Physician of the soul. I will send a thunder 
storm out of the Heavens, when she is laid in the grave." 
Twelve Angels shall guard it. The Lord's law sliall not 
be broken. Marvel not — for my Commandments shall be 
obeyed first. One Surgeon is angry with another. If any 
one were to persevere to open her head, he should be at- 
tacked with drawn swords. My words are to be taken 
first. This is a miracle wrought on Earth. There is 
nothing impossible to me, — witness Daniel in the Lion**s 
den, and Shadrack, Meshach and Abed-nego. I am thy 
God." 

Several sentences were completely lost in consequence of 
the voice speaking so rapidly. What was set down, you 
have already seen. After the voice had done speaking, 
several loud knocks were heard, as if proceeding from the 
bed ; then a scratching, like a person, or rather several 
persons scraping their nails along a table. I have now 
only to say, that the voice was certainly entirely different 
from her own natural one : and although I am incapable of 
describing it, I shall mention some differences which were 
most striking. Previous to this time, throughout the dis- 
ease, the voice was soft and feeble, and when it spoke, it was 
in a whining and childish tone, until this peculiar change 



took place ; it was now on the contrary, loud and strong, 
and spoken as in a tone of authority : — but this was not 
all, for although it might more strictly be said to be allied 
to the voice of a male, rather than a female, yet it had 
such a delightful sweet sound, as to render it almost an 
impossibility for any male to' imitate it * — it certainly came 
more up to my ideas of the " Angelic," than any thing I 
had ever before heard. I took ill the same day, and did 
not see her again for several weeks, when, to my astonish- 
ment, I found she had got better, and was enabled to wait 
about. You are so well acquainted with her now, that it 
is unnecessary for me to speak of her present state. 
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THE EVIDENCE OF EDWARD DRURY, M. D. 

TO DR. CLANNY. 

My dear Dr. Clanny, 

Knowing that it is your intention to publish 
another edition of your valuable " Records of the miracu- 
lous case of Mary Jobson,'"* I am assured that you will 
duly appreciate the testimony of an eye witness who, in 
some respects, was a favoured hearer of those noises which 
could not be accounted for in any other way than that the 
same were supernatural sounds permitted or carried on 
by a Divine Power, and which, although a mystery to us, 
will doubtless in the end terminate in good. I need 
not remind you, my dear Sir, that during the time Mary 
Jobson was miraculously afflicted at Sunderland, I was 
acting as medical assistant to a surgeon, and daily hearing 
strange rumours relative to a girl being in a trance, and 
that strange noises and voices were heard, I was tempted, 
through curiosity, and a wish to know the facts of the case, 
to call at Mr. Jobson''s house in Mill-lane. I was instantly 
admitted as a medical man, and accordingly on going up 
the stairs of the house, I heard three distinct knocks, and 
on looking behind to see the cause, I was told by Mrs. Job- 
son that, it was only a sign and that I should hear more, if 
80 famured. I entered the room in which the child lay, 
and saw a very fine looking girl, apparently about 13 years 
of age ; she had a good deal of colour in the face, seemingly 
in a very composed sleep, and like to any thing but a patient. 
Knockings followed each other, three after three, at mi- 
ftiit^ intervals. After a short period there were three very 



loud knocks, and Mary Jobson became violently convulsed, 
insomuch that it was painful to look upon her. Soon 
afterwards, I heard a sound as of violent scratchings, which 
noises seemed at first to proceed from solids, a^d .then 
changed to superficial or serial sounds. The door of the 
parlour opened and shut violently four or five times, and 
Mary Jobson'^s eyes were fixed very intently upon this 
phenomen6n. She did not appear to notijOQ me at all. 
There was no one with me during this visit, ?vjfiich was con- 
tinued for at least one hour, except her mother, who^^t 
Ifpitting, and said she had been so accustomed to tbesi9 
^ings that she did not now much mind them. I attemp: 
t^^to feel Mary Jobson'^s pulse, but the convulsions, ajad 
t}i^ shrieks of the child were so horrible that I was glad 
tQ desist. Two days afterwards I visited her and remain^ 
e^Bi least an hour and a half with her, during which time, 
noises, scratchings, shrieks, and most indescribable sounds 
were heard. Subsequently I visited her, accompanied by c^ 
gentleman, a friend of mine belonging Sunderland, and thf> 
noises w^e continued all the time we w6re there. My 
ff^i^nd . tried to make Mrs. Jobson accept of some silver, 
wjiicliisihe would not do — ^although much pressed, thia ^ 
meatioj* because some evil disposed persons have bruit^ 
^hrosyit th^t Mrs. Jobson made money in this mai^ie]^ 
I mu^t say, although I was there fourteen times in ajl^ 
I never gave any thing but once a sixpence to a litt}<^ 
child, when the mother was from home, and at which 
^e was displeased and, wished to return it. I found 
Mrs. Jobson at all times to speak of her daughter in 
a. religious and resigned manner, saying it was the Lord^si 
^^QJb^, and what He willed must be done. I visited Mary 
tTpJb^n two or three times after her wonderful recovery, 
fpf* seyeral medical practitioners had stated that ^he coul^ 
not recover, or ever even rise from her bed as there was an 
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mfleetkMi of the brain of an incurable nature. One day I 
mited her — it was a beautiful afternoon, she was sewing. 
I had much difficulty in drawing her into a conversation, 
but at last, she sudd^y exclaimed *^ Oh ! what Music !^ 
and on listening I distinctly heard most exquisite music, 
iriiich ocmtinued during the time I might count a hundred. 
This, she told me, she often heard. After the music ceas- 
ed, she appeared more cheerful, talked more freely, and 
gave her opinion on many things in a manner that not only 
BMrprised iut even edified me. It was about this period 
I made your acquaintance, and to you I owe many obli* 
gations, of which I shall not cease to think, when we are 
many thousand miles divided — we soon got upon a theme 
then BO much the talk of all parties and ranks in the 
town and neighbourhood, and I went with you to the 
houses of all the individuals that bear testimony in ^^ The 
Record,^ and when we compared the different evidences of 
these parties, which were statements taken from them 
instantaneously, and several of them on the same day, 
we were truly astonished at the manner in which these 
worthy persons corroborated each other. I am any thing 
but a person of easy belief, but in this case I can do no 
other than feel firmly persuaded that it was the work of 
God, for some purpose miraculously put forth to effect his 
high and mighty plans, through the instrumentality of this 
child. Many stated the good that had been done to them 
by attending on this child, seeing and hearing those things 
which to them have proved " pearls of great price,'' and 
leading them from the paths of vice to that road which 
terminates in eternal happiness. My dear Sir, as if the 
leading facts in this case were not sufficient to make 
me believe, I had, about that period, an adventure which 
left upon my mind the firm conviction, that we live in a 
world of spirits. Knowing, as I now do, the prevalence 
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of unbelief, I cannot wonder at the' strong passage in 
scripture " He will not believe though one rose from the 
dead/' The case of Mary Jobson, though teeming with 
wonders, did not sufficiently impress me, until I after^ 
wards had to feel all the horror which man can feel in the 
presence of an imearthly being, who had passed that 
" bourne from whence no traveller returns,'' 

The effect of these events upon my mind has, I trusty 
been beneficial ; and has not left any dread or fearftd 
anxiety from the assurance of such things, but rather a 
confidence, and a more firm belief in that sublime passage 
in scripture "Thou God seest me!" and that aU things 
shall work for the best to them that believe. I must now 
say farewell, my very dear Sir, I shall probably be far 
distant ere your new edition shall meet the public eye. 

May God bless you in all things temporal and spiritual 
is the earnest prayer of, 

My dear Dr. Clanny, 

Yours most faithfully, 



. r.-\ 



EDWARD DRURY. 

North Shields, 
Sunday Morning, 2 o'Clock, a. m. 
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THE EVIDENCE OF JOHN JOBSON. 

TO DR. CLANNY. 

Sir, 

In Nov. 1839, my daughter, Mary Jobson, 
being ill, was attended by Mr. Grecian, Surgeon, who 
told my wife and me, that she being tender, there were 
little grounds of constitution to try medicine. At that 
time she was partly confined to her bed, and complained 
of great pain in her head, and dimness of sight. Mr. 
Grecian continued attending her for three or four weeks, 
but she found little or no relief: from that time is(he con-* 
tinned getting worse daily, and on the 9th day of Febru- 
ary, 1840, the pain in her head was so violent, that she 
could not rest it upon her pillow. She said to her mother 
and me, that she hoped God would speedily call her from 
this life, and that we were to assist her in pra3ning to G^ 
for the same. At this time, she was attended by Mr. E. 
JO. Embleton, who found that it being a very serious case, 
called in Mr. T. Embleton, who together used every excfir- 
tion in their power, without giving any relief to her head. 
Stie was at that time seized with violent fits, so that every 
feature in her face was altered ; and with her struggling 

'"the bed shook violently. She continued at intervals in 
fits, for eleven weeks ; during the last four of the eleven 
weeks, she lost her speech, at which time, the fits began 
te abate. The first time that she was left by her mother, 

, after she was seized with these fits, (who had an occasion to 
jgb iiito the next room to wash, leaving her second daugh- 

^ter sitting at the bed-side, who like most children, when 
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^n opportunity offered, left her sick sister ;) her mother 
heard three loud knocks in the sick room, and instantly 
ran back to it, when to her surprise, she found her child 
alone, and lying asleep. Her mother was much alarmed, 
and informed me at dinner ; I said, I thought it might be 
some children knocking at the outside shutters, down 
stairs. When I returned from work in the evening, at 
six o^clock, I was again told that there had been repeated 
knocks, during the afternoon, yet I still doubted it, but 
went into the sick room, and sat down at the bed-side. 
She lay in a quiet sleep, for a short space, with her hands 
folded, when I heard three loud knocks proceed from the 
bed-board, I instantly arose, and looked out of the win- 
dow, thinking that the sound might arise from knocks 
on the shutters below. It was raining at the time, and no 
children being outside, I therefore took no further notice 
of it, when, the next -day at dinner, several repeated 
knocks were heard to proceed from the bed, which contin- 
ued at intervals for some days. She was now attended 
by Mr. Ward, who ordered a bUster and medicine, with 
out effect ; he then endeavoured to make her mouth sore 
by medicine, but could not. He afterwards brought Dr. 
Brown, who ordered another blister, and an injectiqiji. 
Now, there had been heard in the house for some d^^ys 
previous to the^ visiting of Dr. Brown, a strange voice, 
which told my wife and me, the pedigree of both our fam- 
ilies, the greater part of which I had no record, nor to my 
knowledge had ever heard mentioned ; but upon enquiring 
I found this to be correct. We were also told that these 
doctors^ orders should not be attended to, and that a mir- 
acle would be worked upon the child. I persisted that the 
knocks and the voice came from the child, and that the 
doctors^ orders should be obeyed. The blister w^iS ajpplied 
by h^ mother and me, when knocks were hec^4.,Iou^r 



than ev^, and a rambling noiae like distant thtmd^. The 
tenant down stairs, thought that the house was coming 
down, and asked what it could mean. The blister was 
then taken off, when the noise ceased ; now there had been 
mx blisters applied to the head before this time, by these 
medical men, and three that her mother had applied to 
the nape of the neck, without the least relief. I then 
thought the aperient apparatus might be easily used as 
ordered, and two elderly women attended for the purpose ; 
ttiey attempted, but were obliged- to desist. I was asked 
by a firm voice that came from the bed, " Will you striye 
against God I *" I, tUnking it was the child^s voice, said^ 
that, " The doctors should be obeyed.*" At night, a good 
and pious man, that had been in the habit of coming to 
my house, called; he sat down at the bednside, when I 
asked his opinion respecting the noise ; I observed to him, 
^ You see the child'^s hands and feet are outside of the 
elothes ; the knocks you hear — a voice you hear — we can- 
not see the child^s lips move — ^there is a noise like the 
dashing of swords — ^you here a noise like the crumpling of 
paper, and there is no person in the house except us three ; 
I hope you see it is neither her mother nor myseif.^^ He 
sai^l, *^ The ways of Gtod are unsearchable, and that he had 
givi^ it much thought.'" I felt concerned, for some people 
hiid said, that I should not allow a set of stupid, ignorant 
|>0<^le to come to my house, and that it was some person 
ptivying tridcs. This I deny and contradict, for I exam- 
ined every thing as minutely as man could do, and we te- 
moved her from one room to another, when the signs were 
Increasing, and they were the same in the mid-hour ot the 
night, as in the middle of the day. I knew not what to 
do. Many nights I sat by myself, and I heard and sow 
iradiiiBgns, such as loud knocks — dashing of arm»^t^ 
sweetest musio — and footsteps tramping, but could not see 
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aay person — ^large quantities of water falling on the ik^ 
before my eyes — doors were unlocked and footsteps heard 
at midmght, and still no person to be seen. I wae told 'by 
the voice, that the child was blind, deaf, anddwnjbu! Be^ 
fore this time, I could not believe that therQ was any (thing 
supernatural. I persisted that Dr. BrQwn^ arid Mr*^ 
Ward^s orders as to treatment should be tried, < a«( they 
told me, that they considered it a trick of , the <^biM^ and 
her mother was too particular with her : they^q^dvised xi^ 
to punish her with hi^rsh words. Mr. Ward said, I bad 
better leave work for a week, and keep the house ^ nuich» 
aa possible, and not allow her any thing to eat or drinkf 
without her getting out of bed for it herself. As a father, 
my feelings would not allow me to do this to my child, who 
for twenty-three weeks had scarcely rested in her bed from 
pain, and with so many blisters tried, and the quantities of 
medicine given her. They at first thought it the water on 
the brain^— then an abscess — ^then a contraction, — in shortv 
their skill was baffled. We were told from the first, by. ;9b 
pleasant voice, which came as it were from the.head of th^ 
bed, that " Doctors might try their skill, but it would be 
to no parpose— *that the child would be restored to pefiact 
healthy and it would be as great a miracle as ever was f0ft^ 
foiled «iiiGe Ohrist was upon the earth.'*' This I doui^ti^d^ 
my mind, for every part of her body was deformed by iJid 
vi<d^(it fits» I sat up at night by myself^ when 1 ^bi^^^ 
knocks louder than before, as if they proceeded frciini J<it^ 
top of the biad ; I instantly examined every psunbjrfHfce 
room, opened the door, and went down stairs ; thejoutoiP 
dootis were all fastened ; the tenant below had be^toim 
bed three hours ; I returned up stairs, when I heaurd i^tt 
sw^test music for nearly two hours. I was spoket]^< to b|F 
the ssune^oice, saying, that ^^The si^is would/^fiap|)eal 
fop two days — ^that I would be convinced tluitit t^vms^no 
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triek — that they would retnm at eight o'*elock at night of 
that fixed day,*" which they did, with knocks and scratches, 
and clashing of anns, I thoo^t louder than before. I 
then began to believe the case. 

From die hardness of my unbelief at the time, I was 
tcid by the voice, that ''*' I should see visible signs,*" when, 
to my surprise, it was no sooner spoken, than water ap- 
peared on the floor, from small quantities, to large ones, 
which I looked at earnestly, not once, but twenty times ; 
it ccmtinned for weeks, at intervals ; I laid my hands on 
it, and it felt as cold as ice, and as water usually does. 

When I left my woric the next evening at six o'^clock, 
while sitting at tea, I heard and saw a great many signs, 
which fully convinced me that it was the work of an all- 
wise and just God, who can pull down the strongest at his 
will, and raise them at his pleasure. By this miracle that 
was wrought with my child, I was brought to a sense of 
my unbelief. 

We have left the house in which she endured the most 
of her illness, and rent the one we at present reside in ; 
there are various signs every morning, part of which I 
hear ; but, were I to mention every thing that I have been 
witness to, it would fill an immense number of sheets. 

When I think on the difference of dispositions of those 
with feeling, and those with hard hearts, I cannot but re- 
fleet upon myself that I ever followed the advice of certain 
medical men, in regard to harsh treatment. 

Br. danny had occasion to call on the tenant in the 
lower part of the house, in Hendon-lane, respecting a 
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young woman that wanted a situation. He went up stairs 
to look at the child ; he tried to feel her pulae, but could 
not ; she shuddered and shrank from his touch ; he felt 
astonished, and was informed that it was a very stratige 
and serious case — that there was a number of signs in the 
house — ^that it was a miraclo to be worked upon the bhild ; 
and he was asked, if he thought the child would get bet- 
ter ! He said, we were all under the care of the Almighty, 
they might try, but nothing could be done withoilt his per- 
mission. After he had gone, the same voice that spoke 
before, asked, " If we observed the difference between the 
Physicians — that the one was the most experienced of the 
two, as an earthly Physician, but that nothing could be 
done without the great Physician above — ^that Dr. Clanny 
believed that God could work a miracle on earth, in these 
days.'' On the 22nd day of June, when 1 came home to 
dinner, I looked at the child, and she appeared to be as ill 
as she had ever been : I observed to her mother, that we 
might be thankful if God would call her from troubled 
After dinner I went to work, expecting every hour sonio 
person coming to tell me ^f her death, but on returning 
home at six o'^clock in the evening, to my astonishment, I 
saw heir sitting up at a window, reading ; and she appear- 
ed to me to be looking as well as she did before her illniBss^ 
Since that day, she has not complained in the least. 

" .nil/. 

f 

I am. Sir, 

Your's respectfully, 

JOHN JOBSON. •' 

Flag Lane, Sunderland, ' ' 

6th January, \S^\. 

« * • ii 
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THE EVIDENCE OF ELIZABETH JOBSON, 
WIFE OF JOHN JOBSON. 

TO DR. CLANNY. 

My daughter, Mary Jobson, began to be delicate in 
November, 1839, and she continued to get daily worse. 
At this time, the family was living in Wear-street, and 
had to remove to another house in Moor-street, at Febru- 
ary term, 1840. On the 4th of the said month, when clean- 
ing the new house, my daughter Mary, sent her sister 
Elizabeth for me to come home, and when I came, Mary 
requested me not to leave the house, for she* was rather 
alarmed. Having asked the reason, she said, " Our Sa- 
viour has been standing at the bed-side, and he looked 
earnestly at me."" I told her it must be a dream ; she re- 
plied, no ! I then asked her how he appeared ; she said, 
" he was a beautiful looking person, and what he told her, 
she was not to divulge at present, until he came again." 
Having removed from the house on the 10th of the said 
month, to the house in Moor-street, her illness increased 
so much, that on the IGth, she was deprived of her sight, 
and from the violence of the pain she suffered, she could 
not find a resting place. 

From^ the depraved, and inhuman character of the per-. 
F6n Hnng in the same house, and owing to my child's 
0(h*eaming, from agony, the family was under the necessity 
df removing to another house in Hendon-lane, having been 
(My fen days in the house in Moor- street. When settled 
ft the house in Hendon-lane, three weeks, as the aunt 6£ 
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Mary Jobson, who is since dead, Elizabeth Jobi^on, ray 
daughter, a girl eleven years old, and I, were sitting 
up at night, between the hours of twelve and one ©"'clock, 
footsteps were heard coming up stairs, — the door of the 
kitchen was heard to open, and shut distinctly, — then 
to go down stairs, along the passage, and the outer door 
was heard to open and shut, although, on the same night, 
the house doors were all fastened at ten o''clock. On the 
next day, the person living in the lower part of the house 
was asked if he heard any thing that evening, he answer- 
ed, no, for the evening before, he had gone to bed at nine 
©""clock, being unwell and alone, he thought he would be 
better in bed. He was a widower, and had no servant at 
the time. My child Mary Jobson. at this period, was 
laying in the middle room, in which, from one to three 
knocks were repeatedly heard : she was then removed into 
the kitchen, thinking, that no more knocks would be heard 
or disturb us; but, there were more, and louder, both 
night and day, together with sweet singing and music, the 
most impressive that could be imagined : this was heard 
by different people. The child now informed me, that she 
had again: been visited by our Saviour, who said, " The 
doctors may disagree, but that there was only one who 
understood her complaint, and that was Eobert Embleton,^' 

Some days afterwards, a voice spoke to me in the fol? 
lowing words: — "Why do you dispute what the child 
told you on the 4th of February, when you were sent for ? ^' 
For I had said to the child, upon that day, as mentioned 
above, " it must be a dream.*" The voice in continuation 
said, " I am he whom thou knowest not ; be not deceived, 
for you know not who I am : I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending. I told your child that she wa^ 
going to have a long illness, and that I was going to wor^ff^ 
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a miracle with her. She is like young Samuel who kept 
his Father^s laws, for when you desired her to say her pray- 
ers and go to sleep, she obeyed ; and when the remainder 
of the family was in sleep, she would arise, and on her 
knees, pray without ceasing, to her Father in heaven. 
There will be many that will come here, who will not be- 
lieve in this ; some will believe, because they know that 
all things are possible with God ; but, blessed are they who 
may not hear nor see, and yet believe. There are numbers 
of angels in the room, I will call them by their names, but 
in names that you cannot understand; but as I order 
them to do signs, you will hear them distinctly in all parts 
of the room — from one to three knocks, first low, up to very 
loud ones — some like clashing of arms — some like flutter- 
ing of wings — ^some like small, and others like to immense 
quantities of water rushing about the room.'' 

The sweetest heavenly music was heard at intervals 
during several weeks, and which I am unable to describe. 
At this time, a woman, who lived near the house, made 
great mocking of the case. She was ordered by the 
voice to be sent for, in the early part of the afternoon ; 
she came, and was convinced, when she heard signs, and 
the voice speaking before her. She said, that she had 
never believed in supernatural things heretofore, but, she 
was now convinced. 

The day upon which Dr. Clanny called at the first floor 
pf the house, in which we then lived, to inquire concerning 
fUizabeth Mason, a female servant, who was in want of a 
place, the doctor asked this female some questions relative 
to my child Mary Jobson, and soon afterwards, he came up 
stains. He appeared to commiserate the state of the little 
patient, and took out his watch in order to ascertain the 
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state of her pulse, but the child rapidly stretched her left arm 
(which was next to the doctor) across the bed to the right 
side of it, which put it out of his power to feel her pulse. 
He then replaced his watch, and said a few words expres- 
sive of his commiseration for her distressing situation; 
upon which I stated, that it was a queer case, and was 
attended by supernatural signs ; to which the doctor re- 
plied, and said something doubtful in respect to this point, 
but upon my saying a few words more relative to the great 
peculiarity of the case (but not mentioning any of the signs) 
the doctor remarked — " All things are possible with God !^^ 
He left the room soon afterwards. That very evening, the 
voice told me that Dr. Clanny would believe in these su- 
pernatural signs, adding, " Blessed are they that have not 
seen, yet have believed."*' 

The signs continued, and the voice spoke at different 
periods, till the 22nd day of June, 1840. On the morning 
of that day, the child was exceedingly ill, and it was thought 
she could not exist long: she continued so, up to five 
o'clock, when the voice ordered her clothes that B\ie 
usually wore, to be laid out, and you shall judge what we 
experienced. There were present at the time, Joseph 
Bagg, Ann Ragg, his wife, Margaret Watson and myself: 
the voice ordered all these persons to leave the room, 
which we did. We were accordingly out of the room a 
quarter of an hour, when a loud voice, called, " Come in,'' 
and on entering the room, we found the child sitting on a 
chair, with her youngest sister, an infant two and a half 
years old, sitting on her knee. She was completely dresed 
in all her clothes that were ordered to be laid out, she 
appeared as though she had not had one day's illness, and 
has so continued up to this 30th day of January, 1841, 
when this brief evidence was presented. "^ 
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Sir, 

Had the memory and penmanship of Elizabeth 
Jobson been equal to the task, volmnes of beautiful scrip- 
tural discourses of the voice, might have been collected. 
Several of her friends were in a similar manner favoured. 
These discourses were so clear, instructive, and interesting, 
that the family and friends felt, as if rivetted to the spot. 

I am. Sir, 

Your'^s respectfully, 
For Eliz. Jobson, 

JOHN JOBSON. 

. 30th January, 184:1, 
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THE EVIDENCE OF MARGARET WATSON. 



TO DR. CLANNY. 

Sir, 

The first time I heard any thing unusual, was 
upon the 3rd day of April, 1840, when I was in the room 
in which Mary Jobson was in bed, and asleep : I heard 
three distinct knocks, which again took place when she was 
awake. I visited the patient several times afterwards, and 
heard similar signs at each visit. Upon the 27th day of 
April, I visited the patient, and soon after my arrival, I 
heard a voice speak as follows : — 

" I am He that sent Joseph into Egypt to preserve bread 
for his brethren, of which his brethren partook. — I am He 
that was with the three Hebrew children, who were thrown 
into the fiery furnace, and came out unhurt ; nor w£Cs 
there the least smell of fire on their garments. — I am He 
that raised Lazarus from the dead. — I am He that was 
with Daniel in the lions^ den. — I am He that laid the foun- 
dation of the world. — I am Alpha and Omega, the first and 
the last, the beginning arid the ending. Only some persons 
shall hear the voice, and when persons desire to come in, 
the voice will say depart ! quit the -premises immediately, 
or you shall hear thunder, for this house is guarded by 
twelve angels, (in the same manner as your town is guarded 
by soldiers,) in full armour, and if you do not depart, you 
will see me as I am, and with terror.' 



^1 



At these words I heard loud sounds rolling round the 
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jf^mL vbkrb was Uke tfaimder: a»l the patieiit was evcat- 
It agitakted; mr/nag the bed-diodies mort reniarkablT. 
^fj ]m^e« tremUed. at wiikli the Toioe said. ^Bethoa 
nrX afraid, bdiere in God. for thoa be&irest the Scrip- 
turen.'^ The rojee ealkd upon certain angels bj their 
names:, (which I do not remember.) to sprinkle water, and 
which fomrafftoniiihment. took place, for water was sprink- 
led upon the door as if one had pot the hand into a baon of 
water, and sprinkled it npon the door, and soon afterwards 
the water was called to (all upon the floor, and aceovding- 
Ij, no sooner was the word said, than water was seen ai 
the side of the bed. and the qnik of the bed was wetted 
to the extent of a nnall jdate. I wrong the water oat of 
the qnilt soon afterwards. At other times, I heard diflESer- 
ent signs, some of which were load, and others were not so 
load. There were also diiSEfrent sounds gS Toiees. which 
we were informed were distinetire of the different Apostles. 
We were informed by the voice, that " There were and 
should be five hundred different signs — ^that our Sariour^s 
voice was as the sound of manv waters."^ I often heard 
heavenly music, which delisted me exceedingly. Some- 
times I heard sounds, as of bells ringing at scHne distance, 
during public rejoicings. Two earthenware mugs were 
at different times taken away ; one of them was away for a 
week, and was returned. 

Soon after he called, the voice said, that " Dr. CSanny 
would be a perfect believer,'" and that ^^ These miracles 
will be puUished in great congregations. I have cfaos^i 
this child for a miracle, as I chose Moses for a prophet, for 
the children of Israd. I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whosoever believeth in me, shall never die. Blessed are 
the dead that die in the Lord : even so saith the spirit, 
for they rest from their labours.'^ 
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" There was a miracle wrought in this family .three gen- 
erations back, but not like this, — ^that was Jane Oliver, 
she was in a trance, and she awoke and told them, ' She 
had come back to set her house in order .'* — She only lived 
thirty-four hours afterwards. I an[i not oii the earth now, 
as I was before ; but I can work the same miracles as 
when I was on the earth. It is now as it was when I 
preached to the multitude, part believed, and part not. I 
am he that searcheth the hearts, but not the hearts of all 
men.'^ 

When the child was in a strong fit, each joint worked 
incessantly, and I thought the skin would be rubbed off her 
feet, — when the voice said, — " This child feels no pain, for 
if she had, yoii, would have seen her quite exhausted, but 
Abed-nego keeps her feet up. This child'^s body will not 
be made as public as some others. It is not the child that 
speaketh, for if it were, she would say, my body shall not 
be made a public example.'' 

One night, when I was sitting, I saw a lamb which pas- 
sed the room door, and it appBared to me as if it went into 
the pantry, on the landing of the stairs, in which her father 
was at the same time, but he did not see any thing. The 
day that she was restored, the voice said, " This will be 
one of the greatest miracles ever wrought," and asked me, 
" Would not a person that had been so ill as this child 
has been, require a great deal of nourishment to support 
herf' to which I replied, "she would,'' and then the voice 
said, that " If she were to be restored, it would be without 
such nourishment as is usually given to other patients." 

On the 22nd of June, the child was very ill, her breath- 
ing was thick, and we all thought that she was about to 

E 
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die, the vdce said to 118 in the room, Tiz. Elixdbeth JobecMi, 
Joseph and Ann Bagg, and mymeUy "Have yoa her 
clothes ready f"^ and we replied, ^ Thej aie ready,^ npcMi 
whidi the voice ordered, — ^ Lay the dothes i^chi the taUe 
which she wore' whrai in health, and leare the yoangest 
child in the zoom,'^ which was d<Mie, as instmcted. We 
were absent for a few minntes, when we were UAd by the 
voice to retom into the room, and to our astoniflhrn^it, we 
found the patient Mary Jobson seated by a table, fnDy 
dressed, with her youngest sister sitting upon hor knee. 

I am, with much respect, 
Sir, your's truly, 

MAEGABET WATSON. 
Union-ljane^ 
27th Jan. 1841. 
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THE EVIDENCE OF CATHERINE STOBIE, 
WIFE OF WILLIAM STOEIE. 

TO DR. CLANNY. 

Sir, 

On or about the 18th of May, the voice sent for 
me, by my aunt Ann Bagg, in the following words. " Ann 
Bagg, you have a niece whose name is Catherine Storie, 
she must be at the house of John Jobson to-morrow, at 
half-past two o'*clock in the afternoon.''^ The next day, I 
proceeded to the house, accompanied by another female, 
viz. Sarah Eirkwood, (whose name previous to her mar- 
riage was Sarah Smith,) and we arrived at the appointed 
hour, leaving Sarah Kirkwood upon the stairs. The voice 
immediately said, ^' There is an intruder upon the stairs : 
Ann Bagg inform the intruder to depart.^^ To which Ami 
Bagg replied, ^^ She is not an intruder, but a stranger, who 
has come a long way.'' The VOipe then said, " Ann Bagg, 
will you call the Saviour a liar \ I know what she is, she 
may Jook well enough, but I know the secrets of her heart.'' 
Upon which Ann Bagg proceeded to the stairs, and told 
Sarah Eirkwood to go away. When Ann Bagg returned 
into the room, the voice immediately said, — " She is not 
gone, she is still on the stairs." Ann Bagg again went out 
to the female, and desired her to leave the stairs, and im- 
mediately afterwards returned into the room, and said, 
" She is gone ; " to which the voice replied, — " She is not 
gone away, she is in the Court-yard." The child was in 
bed as usual, and during this time, appeared to be much 
agitated. The voice now said, — "Catherine Storie art 
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thou pious ? ^ to which I replied, — " I am not so pious as 
I ought to be. — The voice then said, — " I know that, but 
I am only asking, in order to observe whether you adhere 
to truth. Thou canst read. — Elizabeth Jobson, hand 
Catherine Storie the Bible, who will read the fifteenth 
chapter of Revelations.'' The Bible was accordingly han- 
ded to me, and I read the chapter. After I had ceased to 
read, the voice explained the meaning, and said these 

words, "-^ was here yesterday, who did not agree in 

respect to some part of that chapter — ^but when he went 
home, he took up his Bible and found that he was wrong, 
for which, on his bended knees, he prayed to the Lord to 
forgive him. This man had four deficiencies, but since he 
was at this house, he got two more. Catherine Storie, do 
you wish to hear the music ? '' I did not know what to 
say, and as I hesitated, the voice said, " Thou must an- 
swer.'' I then said, " yes." Immediately afterwards, I heard 
the most beajitiful music, something like that of an organ, 
but more pleasing. The ipusic continued for about five 
minutes, and when it ceased, the voice said, — " Catherine 
Storie, have you ever heard such music ? " to which I re- 
plied, " No, I never have." The voice then said, " No, 
thou hast not." The voice now said to us, " Elizabeth 
Jobson, Ann Ragg, and Catherine Storie, you must go 
into the next room," which we immediately did. In that 
room we then heard the following words in a sweet and* 
weak voice : — " I am the Virgin Mary, the voice which 
you have just heard is that of my Son." Soon afterwards, 
we heard another voice uttering the following words : — " I 
am the child's uncle," and it proceeded to explain the way 
in which he lost his life, and which was, that when at sea, 
he fell into the ship's hold, and a piece of iron penetrated 
into his brain ; At this information, Elizabeth Jobson re- 
marked, '' Dear me, that is just the manner in which my 
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brother spoke.'" We next hlBard the voice of the sick 
child'^s grandfather, but I do not remember the words 
which were then said. The voice now told us to return 
into the room in which the child was laying, and when we 
were in the room, the voice said to me, — " Catherine Sto- 
rie, thy husband has lost his father, but his mother is still 
living ; you have two sisters and a brother, your brother 
has lost an arm. Thy sister Jane is very wicked at pre- 
sent. Thy. sister Elizabeth is with child, but she does not 
know that she is so ; she has a bad temper, and she must 
come with thee to-morrow at half-past two o'clock, and if 
this be not done, you shall hear a knock at your door.^ 
All the above were facts. The voice now said to us in the 
rodm, " Look up and you will see the sun and moon upon 
the ceiling.^ We did so, and observed beautiful represen- 
tations of the' sun and moon upon the ceiling, in lively 
colours, viz. green, yellow, and orange. In conclusion, the 
voice said, " Catherine Storie, — ^you must depart,^' which 
I did immediately. 

Next day, according to order, Elizabeth Wood (my sis- 
ter) and I proceeded to John Jobson'^s house, although it 
rained at the time very heavily. When we arrived, and 
were seated, loud knocks and grinding as it were of teeth 
were heard, which continued for about ten minutes, during 
which time, my sister trembled from fear, and appeared 
likely to faint. The voice commenced in the following 
words : — " Think ye not that the way is long, for the 
Lord will strengthen you."*' " Elizabeth Wood, who do 
you think I am?'' she replied, '• I believe that I hear the 
Son of God." The voice then said, " Elizabeth, thou art 
pregnant, and I can tell what it will be when it comes 
.to life." The voice made several other remarks, and 
then mentioned the names of her children, and related 
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seyoral anecdotes of her danghter Mary Ann ; mentioned 
her hosband^B name, and the place at which he was at that 
moment, which was the port of Leith; and which was 
valuable information to her, as she did not know till th^i 
where her husband was. The voice also informed her that 
she would undergo much affliction during her acoouchment, 
and would be in d^ger, which actually took place. The 
voice then said, ^^ The child Mary Jobson is as dead, and 
she does not know where her body is. Her spirit was 
taken out of her, and a new spirit was put within her, and 
her body is made as a speaking trumpet. When I was 
upon the earth formerly, I was reckoned as a beggar upon 
a dunghill, but a beggar, if he be pious, is as much to me 
as a king upon a throne. It will not be long till the Queen 
of England be shot at, but I will not let them take her 
life, for I will let her reign as longas I think fit.^ The 
voice then said, " Depart ; ^ which I did inunediately. 
The tone of the voice was most beautiful, harmonious, 
clear and loud ; and quite different from any v(»ce that I 
ever heard before, or since that time. 

I am. Sir, 

Your's with respect, 

CATHERINE STORIE. 
MonXwearwkmtA^ 

9rd March, 1841. 
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THE EVIDENCE OF ELIZABETH WOOD, 
WIFE OF WILLIAM WOOD. 

TO DR. CLANNY. 

Sir, 

I was summoned by the voice, through the agency 
of another female, to appear at the house of John Jobson, 
upon the following day, at half-past two o'^clock in the 
afternoon, I went accordingly, in company with my sister 
Catherine Storie. When I arrived, I heard loud knocks 
in different parts of the room in which Mary Jobson was 
laying. I also heard sounds, as of the grinding of teeth. 
We soon afterwards heard a voice, which, to me, gave the 
impression that it proceeded from the bed of the little 
patient. The words of the voice were " Think ye not that 
the way is long, for the Lord will strengthen you,*" It had 
rained heavily on our way to the house. The voice con- 
tinued, " Elizabeth Wood, who do you think I am ? " to 
which I gave for answer, that In my opinion, " I heard the 
voice of the Son of God ; ^ and to which the voice, in reply 
to me said, " Yes, I am the Son of God." The voice then 
said, " You are in the family way, and have been so for 
eight weeks," adding " I can tell you what it will be." 
To which I gave no reply, as I was afraid. Among other 
things, the voice said, " You are taking medicine, which 
is improper for you. You were seventeen and a half years 
old when your first child was bom. 
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Several other sentences were spoken, and in conclusion, 
the voice said, " Depart." I then left the house in com- 
pany with my sister Catherine Storie. 

(Signed,) ELIZABETH WOOD. 

Moniwearmouthy StA March^ 1841. 
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THE EVIDE>CE OF EUZAVETR VASEY, 
WIFE OF CHBLSTOPHEB VASEY. 



Oiy; HMmrdaj evening I rutt^ at tfe iKMue of the little 
patient Maty JoW^ in ootDpanr wfth mv «ist€r Ann 
Bd^, am] fc^nd the child working in coomlflon fits. 
About half an hoor after mj arnral, I heard a dear, and 
rathcT manly voice which mentir^ied mj name, and stated 
that I remded in Hedworth^reet, 3I<:^wearniDath ; and 
a]jK> gave me the mane^ of mj husband, of my chfldren, 
and of my grand-children^ The voice gave an impresoon 
of favom* towards me, and my .fiunily. The voice then 
stated, ^^ The temper of yoor daughter Elizabeth, wife of 
William Wood, mariner, is not good, and she Is in a 
family way,^ idiich was the case, although she herself had 
been impressed with a contraiy opinion. I was perfectly 
satisfied that the voice was not that of 3Iary Jobson. In- 
deed, the voice remarked to me, " Elizabeth Vasey, do you 
think that the voice which you at present hear is that of 
the cbiM Mary Jobson J^ to which I unguardedly replied 
in our comnv/n language, " No, honey," as if in conversa- 
tion with the little patient, when the voice instantly said, 
authoritatively, — " Do not speak so to me.'" 

Written >/y the undersigned, as narrated by Elizabeth 
Vosey, at Monkwearmouth, 

W. KEID CLANNY. 

lW/*i/<^r(?A, 1841. 
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THE EVIDENCE OF PHILLIS THOMPSON, 
DAUGHTER OF WM. THOMPSON. 

TO DR. CLANNY. 

Sir, 

I twice visited the family of John Jobson, during 
the severe illness of Mary Jobson, his daughter, and at 
both periods I heard loud knocks, and clapping as of wings. 
At my first visit, both the rooms and stairs of the house 
were filled with strangers, who had rushed into the house 
from curiosity, and without authority of the family. I was 
alarmed at hearing a very clear, and loud voice say to the 
intruders, " Depart instantly, otherwise I will send a legion 
of Angels, who will guard the house, and clear away the 
intruders,'' and added, " Begone,'' and instantly the house 
resounded, from loud knocking, and flapping as it were of 
wings. The intruders became alarmed, and all of them 
ran out of the house, leaving only the relations and friends 
of the family. At my second visit, I heard knockings, and 
as it were flapping of wings. Both times, the child Mary 
Jobson was laying in a state of insensibility, and did not 
appear to me to have the power of utterance. 

I am. Sir, 

Your's with respect, 

PHILLIS THOMPSON. 

Ayrii Quay, 
15th March, 1841. 
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THE EVIDENCES OP JOSEPH BAG6, AND 

ANN BAGO HIS WIFE. 

Being intimate friends of J<^ Jobflcm and his mk 
Elizabeth Jobson, Joe^h and Ann Bagg visited them 
very frequently during the long and distressing iUness of 
their child Mary Jobson. They both heard many signs 
during the time they were in John Jobson'^s house. Seme* 
times they heard most beautiful music, which they cannot 
describe, as it far surpassed any thing they had ever heard. 
They frequently heard a voice in the room in which HielitUe 
patient lay. This voice wsa dear^ sweat, and very distinct- 
It could not be caUed either a male or female voice. In 
one word, it was heavenly. They remember perfectly well 
the following words uttered by the voice, the first time 
that they were so favoured, '^ I am the beginning and the 
ending.'^ The voice then proceeded to describe the whole 
particulars in respect to the crucifixion of our Saviour, aad 
narrated the life of Joseph from the beginning to ibe end. 
The voice then quoted considerable portions of tike Scrip* 
tures, including the whole of the third said the fifth cfaa^ 
ters of the book of Daniel. The voice also stated that 
the ^ories of heav^ were beyond all description, and 
gave some particulars relative to the blessed state of the 
angels; and afterwards expounded, in a beautiful and 
instructive manner, difierent portions of the Scriptures. 
Many times the voice lectured for hours together, to the 
family and the narrators ; and such was the delight which 
the hearers experienced, that they never felt tired, but on 
the contrary, they always regretted when the discourses 
ended. Had the whole of these beautiful discourses been 
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<5oDected by competent persons, the narrators are satis- 
fied that they would have filled a large volume. At least 
five hundred signs and. tokens were heard and seen by 
several* persons, at different times, in the house of John 
Jobson, during the long illness of his chQd. 

One ni^t when the narrators and the famSiy were sit- 
ting beside the bed of the little patient, a voice told them- 
to " Look up to the ceiling of the room, when they would 
see a representation of the sun, moon, and stars,'^ which 
they instantly* did, and to their astonishment they beheld 
upon ihe ceiling, beautiful representations of these lumia- 
aiHes, in a variety of pleasing and brilliant colours. The 
nMratdtB remarked that when the voice, at different times 
c^ered water in small or. in large quantities to appear, the 
orders were instantly obeyed, and water, in small or in 
large quantities actually sprang up through the floor of the 
room in which they were assanbled« The voice at dif- 
ferent times called upon several angels, by their nama^, 
vfh^' sounds indicative of their approach were heatrd. 
Tte vme& said^ at two different periods, in i^e lieddng of 
tfaenat^at^ra, in the month of May, that "The Qoeenls 
life' i^uW be attempted, but that power to injure hi^lr 
Majiesty Would not be permitted."" The voice, also said^ 
^^'Theohild is dead to the world, her spirit is removed^ t a 
|)ure spirit is placed within her body, and she is u^d >iita 
A speaking trumpet.^^ The voice at another time- said;^ 
"Dr. Clanny was here to-day, but he did not touch jthe 
child, he knew better'' — ^adding, "Dr. Clanny will have 
all the particulars in respect to this case, from the begiti^ 
iling to the end.'' - , f 

. . On the 22nd day of June, Mary Jobson came toheotself^ 
and, was restored to her parents in a most miraculous man* 
naVk -Previous to that day, the voice said, that "If .she 
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were to die, the Bound of a bell tolling would be heard, but 
if she were to live, heavenly music would be heard in the 
house,"" and accordingly, upon that evening in which she 
was restored to health, heavenly music was heard by every 
person in the house. 

The narrators are given to understand, that Dr. Clanny 
has already received a foil and interesting account of this 
miracle, from the mother of the child, and which, therefore, 
they need not recapitulate, though th^y were present 
during the whole time that the miracle was performed 
upon the child. 

The above evidences were collected from the viva voce 
communications of Joseph and Ann Ragg, who at present 
reside in George-street, Sunderland. 

W. REID CLANNY. 

15th March, 1841. 
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FURTHER EVIDENCE OF JOSEPH RAGG. 

On the night of Sunday, the 17th of January last', Jo- 
seph Ragg was awakened out of his sleep, about eleven 
o'clock, by the presence of a beautiful and heavenly figure, 
in male attire ; which was surrounded by a very splendid 
and agreeable light. At the moment, in which the figure 
appeared to him, it drew back the curtains of the bed, and 
stood before him ; and with a most benign smile, looked 
down upon him for about ten minutes. It then gently 
withdrew, 'which allowed the curtains to take their former 
position. In about a quarter of an hour, this beautiful 
figure returned, and as before drew back the bed-curtains, 
and again stood before him for a quarter of an hour, look- 
ing upon him and withdrawing, as at the first visit. 

The above evidence was given by my father Joseph 
Ragg. 

JOHN RAGG. 
I6th March, 184:1. 
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TflE EVIPENCE OF JOHN BAGG, YOUNGEST 
SON OF JOSEPH AND ANN RAGG. 

TO DR. OLANNY. 

Sir, 

The first time the voice spoke in my hearing 
in the house of John Jobson, the following words were 
addressed to me. " John Bagg, you must be a good boy, 
though you have been heretofore a bad boy, in not obeying 
the orders of your parents.'** I am sorry to say this was 
but too true, as I had been inconsiderate and even culpa- 
ble in this respect. The voice then, in a clear and distinct 
tone, repeated the following texts from the Scriptiures. — 
" Shew me a penny : whose image and superscription hath 
it ? They answered and said, Cesars. And he said unto 
them, " Bender, therefore, unto Cesar, the things which be 
Cesars, and unto God the things which be Gods.^ — The 
voice continued, " And he said unto me. It is done. I am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give 
Imto him that is athirst of the fountain of water of life 
freely .'' The voice then said, "The Virgin Mary will 
now speak,^ and accordingly, I heard the following words 
in a sweet, low, and soft voice. " You have broken the 
commandments of God, in disobeying your parents— you 
must be bom again, and become as a little child, otherwise 
you can in no wise enter into the kingdom of God." The 
voice also remarked, in respect to the case of Mary Job- 
son, that " This was a greater miracle than that of the 
Savioiu* walking upon the sea.*" 
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I heard in tho house of John Jobsori, at different times, 
most beautiful music, and also loud knocks and scratchings, 
as if upon boards, with strong finger nails. I heard voices 
lecture upon pious subjects more than a dozen times ; and 
I was several times told the names of those whose voices 
we were about to hear, among which, I remember the 
names of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, Abed-nego, and Daniel. 

I am, Sir, 

Your^s respectfully, 

JOHN RAGG. 
I6rt March, 1841. 
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THE EVIDENCE OF JEMIMA ELIZABETH 

GAUNTLETT. 

TO DR. CLANNY. 

Sir, 

Upon the 31st day of March, 1840, as I was 
attending to some domestic affairs, in my mother's house, 
I was greatly surprised at hearing a strange voice, and 
seeing no person in particular : the words were loudly and 
distinctly pronounced, and were as follows : — " Be thou 
faithful, and thou shalt see the works of thy God, and 
Shalt hear with thine ears." Upon hearing this, I was 
induced to cry out--" My God what can this be ? " Soon 
afterwards, I saw a large white cloud, which caused me 
to fear that some member of my family had passed to 
eternity. I soon afterwards heard a knock upon the 
entrance door, and said, " Walk in,'' but I found that no 
person was at the door. About tea time of that day, I 
heard from the same voice, the following words : " Mary 
Jobson, one of your scholars is sick, go and see her, and 
it will be good for you." 

I did not at that time know where Mary Jobson lived, 
but as I went forth, I met her sister Elizabeth, who took 
me to her father's house. At the door, I saw a young 
woman, wjio told me I could not at that time see Mary 
Jobson, but soon afterwards I was astonished at hearing 
the same clear and loud voice, which for the first time I 
had heard at my mother's house, and which spoke to m'^ 
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in these words ; " You must go up."*" When I went into 
the house I heard a different voice, and which was most 
beautiful and soft — the words were — " Come in, Jemima 
Elizabeth Gauntlett. Who do you think I am T' To 
which I said, " The Lord teach me ! ^ The sweet voice 
then said, " I am the Virgin Mary — ^you shall see remark- 
able signs if you be faithful — at the end of an hour you 
must depart — ^go home in peace, and you shall see the 
work of Qt)d. To night, when you are in your mother'^s 
house, at the hour of ton, you will see a sign, and hear 
loud knocks — ^attend to that which you shall hear.*" Shoirf> 
ly afterwards, the voice having discontinued, the clock 
struck, and then the following words were addressed to 
me : — " Your time is up." 

That night at half-past nine o'clock, I took up my Bible, 
and it fell from my hand ; not long afterwards I heard 
knocks upon the table, and a voice said, " Jemima, it is I, 
be not afraid — ^for if you keep my commandments, it will 
be well with you." I soon afterwards retired to bed. 

Upon the 8th day of April, I went to the house of John 
Jobson, by appointment. At the front door of the house 
I again heard the loud, clear voice say these words :-^ 
"Jemima Elizabeth Gauntlett, come up stairs, and into 
the house." I did so, and on my arrival at Mary Jobson's 
bed-side I sat down. At that moment all things were 
tranquil, but in a shoi*t time, I heard the voice say, — "Je- 
mima Elizabeth Gauntlett, who do you think I am ? — ^an- 
swer!" I answered, that I believed that the Son of 
God spoke. The voice replied, — " Yes, I know that you 
do so believe." 

Soon after this, I heard a strange voice at the top of the 

G 
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flick child^s bed, upon which the voice said, " Do you know 
what that is!^ To which I answered, that I did not 
know what it was. — The voice then said, — "It is the 
voice of your brother, who died in the month of March, 
1822, when he was fifteen and a half years of age.*" At 
which, I was much affected. 

At different periods, I heard beautiful instrumental 
music ; and also hynms, by one or by three voices. I well 
knew the words of the hynms which were sung, as they 
were pronounced very distinctly.. 

I am, with esteem. 

Sir, your's respectfully, 
JEMIMA ELIZ. GAUNTLETT. 

Sprimg-Gardm^ Stmderland, 
27th March, 1841. 
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CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE OF 
T. R. TORBOCK, SURGEON, 

TO.DR. CLANNY. 

My dear Sir, 

Having attentively read the work which 
this year you compiled, entitled, "A faithful Record of 
the miraculous Case of Mary Jobson,"" I think it need- 
ful to mention that I have had, at different times and 
places, lengthened and very serious conversations with 
nearly all the individuals who have borne testimony in 
respect to this miraculous case; and I am well assured 
that they are persons who are known to be religious and 
trustworthy ; and moreover have faithfully discharged their 
duty in this important affair, between God and man. I 
am of opinion that the following most remarkable events 
which recently occurred in this town may not be unworthy 
of a place in the new edition of the work, which you in- 
form me is at this moment in the press. 

I believe it is generally admitted that the examples 
afforded by the life, conversation and death of devout per- 
sons have frequently been the means of turning the hearts 
of many sinners from their evil ways, and moreover that 
many have thereby been awakened from a lukewarm in- 
difference to an ardent devotion to their Creator, as clearly 
and effectively demonstrated in the New Testament of our 
blessed Saviour. 

I will now, without further preface, narrate the case of 



i 



44 

Alice Macdonald, who resided in Sussex street, aged 
eighteen years. She had been affected for several months 
with chronic inflanunation of the peritoneum, and during 
the greater part of the time of her indisposition she was 
an entire stranger to the saving grace of the Holy Spirit. 

Soon afterwards it pleased Grod t^^o enlighten her under- 
standing and to open her eyes to her sinful state. Several 
pious individuals visited her, read the Holy Scriptures to her, 
and prayed for her ; and one day soon after she had been 
favoured with a visit of a pious person, she experienced 
the saving power of divine truth as in Jesus ; and for 
many days and nights tears of joy bedewed her careworn 
cheeks. 

The writer of this simple narrative had occasion to visit 
her professionally, and was not unmoved at hearing her ex- 
press herself in the following words, " In regard to my state 
of bodily health I am very ill indeed — ^but Jesus is precioys 
and has forgiven me all my sins — I have been a great sin- 
er but Jesus came to seek and to save such as I am — I 
long to be with him — I think it will be very soon." Previous 
to my leaving her room, she beckoned to me to approach 
to her bed-side when she added — " In all probability I 
shall not see you again," and "hope we rfiall meet in 
Heaven" — adding — "Farewell, God bless you!" The 
prognostication was correct. I called at the house in 
which she had resided, with her sister in law, and was very 
kindly received. She gave me an account of the last 
hours of her dear friend, in the following words — " About 
three o'clock P.M. of the 20th of September last, Alice 
Macdonald beckoned to me to come near to her, and when 
I was close to her she exclaimed, pointing to the foot 
of her bed — " Look, there He is — ^with all His attendants 
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— ^my Jesus — there He is upon his throne of Glory ready 
to receive me — Do you not sec Him V I directed my eyes 
to the spot, but saw nothing. The face of Alice was beam- 
ing with delight whilst she added, do you not hear heaven- 
ly music ? In this instance I was more favoured, for I 
heard most beautiful music, not unlike musical glasses, 
when skilfully played upon. The music continued for the 
space of about one minute." It Appears that about half- 
past five clock, the same afternoon, her happy spirit wing- 
ed its flight to the realms of the blessed. 

• • 

In addition to the above narrated and well authenticated 
facts I am desirous to append the following mysterious 
occurrence. William Hay, grandfather of Alice, died at 
his own house, in the Assembly Garth, in the night of 
the fifth of last month, (October,) and at the house in 
which the brother and sister in law of Alice still reside, be- 
tween midnight and one o'^clock, three loud knocks upon 
the bedroom door were heard by this respectable couple. 
The husband rose and opened the door, but he fbund no 
person there. About an hour afterwards a messenger 
arrived at the house conveying the distressing intelligence 
that William Hay was no more ! It is very remarkable, 
upon particular enquiry having been made in respect to 
the period of his decease and that upon which the knocks^ 
were heard that they were found to be simultaneous. 

I remain, 

my dear Sir, 

Your's very truly, 

THOMAS EEDDISH TORBOCK. 

Lambton Street^ 
\5th November, 1841. 
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EVIDENCE OF W. REID CLANNY, M. D. 

In the course of the last year, it pleased the Ahnighty 
to demonstrate by signs and wonders, his goodness and 
mercy to, at least, twelve respectable witnesses, who, at 
this time, are in the enjoyment of health, and a compara- 
tive state of happiness. The names of these witnesses 
will be learnt upon perusal of these pages. 

• 

I have much satisfaction in stating that the evidences in 
this record, were given to me in the kindest manner ; and 
though, some time elapsed before I could collect them, in 
a suitable way, I am nevertheless perfectly satisfied in re- 
gard to their accuracy, and value ; and it is needful to re- 
mark, that each witness gave evidence in most clear and 
straightforward language. In respect to the individual 
who has taken an active part in presenting these evidences 
to the publicj it is needful to remark, that I am so tho- 
roughly convinced of the truth, and value thereof, that if 
the whole world differed with us, it would have no effect in 
shaking my belief. 

I am aware that many persons do not believe in super- 
natural agency, and I expect that such individuals may 
be inclined to dispute the evidences which I now present ; 
but to those who doubt this mass of evidence, I beg to 
state that they may as well at once doubt any evidence 
which may be brought forward, whether for a good pur- 
pose, as in the present instance, for the settlement of pro- 
perty, or for decision affecting the life of a fellow creature. 
Some persons may be inclined to believe that errors of the 
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senses may have produced all the signs and wonders, which 
I record — ^now as a Physiciaja of many years experience, I 
can testify that such impressions are untenable, for be it 
known, that these signs and wonders were generally made 
manifest to several witnesses in the same room, or in diffe- 
rent rooms in the same house, and who, upon comparing 
all that they heard or saw, never had occasion to differ in 
the least with each other, but always agreed in every 
respect. This, to me is very striking. The evidence of 
each person was generally given to me separately, without 
the witnesses comparing their experience at the moment 
of contributing what they had to say or write, and the 
notes which I made were read to each separately, and ob- 
tained full assent, except in a very few instances, in which 
some words had to be changed by me, so as to make' their 
reports more intelligible, according to then- import. The 
reader has these details from the fountain head, and from 
living witnesses who have no interest in their being made 
public ; and I am- satisfied that they earnestly desire and 
pray that their fellow creatures may receive benefit by the 
knowledge that we live in a world of spirits, and that in 
our time such signs and wonders have been performed for 
the advantage of our race. 

Upon perusing the details of these signs and wonders, 
we find every suspicion negatived, by which they can be 
resolved into fraud or delusion. They were neither secret, 
momentary, tenative or ambiguous ; they were not per- 
formed under the sanction of authority, with the spectators 
on their side, or in affirmance of tenets or practices already 
established. The evidence is contemporary and published 
on the spot. The object of these signs and wonders is for 
the direct advancement of the pure doctrines of Christianity, 
as given to us in the only record of the blessed Redeemer, 
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and as foretold in the Hebrew Bible; nor are these 
signs and wonders calculated to flatter any class of per> 
SODS, whether rich or poor, but may be designated the es- 
sence of i^ristian charity and good will to the hnman race. 
The morality is sudi as the Omnipotent inculcates in th^ 
holy Scriptures, and in no respect can be impugned. In a 
word, these evidences speak to the hearts of all who have eyes 
to see and ears to hear. I have long been studying the won- 
derful works of God, in the animal, vegetable, and mineral 
kingdoms, and find even now, at every step, difficulties in 
their explication so extensive, that all the great phenomena 
of nature may be designated signs and wonders. We 
know, for instance, that some of the great powers of nar 
ture, such as gravitation, magnetism, and electricity are 
invisible, and generally exert their energies and influences 
upon animals, vegetables and inorganic substances, in a 
sUent and powerful manner, without being evident to our 
senses, and this is the case in respect to the world of 
spirits and the hnman race. 

I will now proceed to give the reader some account of 
my own experience in this mysterious case. Elizabeth 
Jobson, the mother of the patient, has given in this record, 
an exact account of my visit of a few minutes at her house, 
during the time that her daughter was confined to her 
bed ; and I will here give a few. particulars in respect to 
her appearance. The little patient wajs in a wooden fold- 
ing'Up bed, upon the right-hand, and close to the door of 
entrance. I observed that she was delicately formed, that 
she did not appear to notice my entrance into the room 
and that the eyes and their orbits were suffiised with 
florid blood. She gave a vacant stare towards the cen- 
tre of the room, and continued in a supine posture. 
At the moment when I put forward my right-hapd 
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to count her pulse, she made a violent effort to avoid 
my touching her wrist, whilst the extended arm vibrated 
from, as I supposed, the energy employed by a person of 
feeble muscular power. From all I cQdld observe, under 
such circumstances, I was convinced that the brain was 
the seat of the disease, but from delicacy to the medical 
attendants, (who were unknown to me) I desisted from 
further investigation of the nature of the case. Medical 
men, as far as I have experienced, repudiate the idea of 
supernatural agency in physiology, and pathology, and I 
candidly acknowledge, that being in the same category, I 
could not, from the first hints which I received, consider the 
case of Mary Jobson as an exception ; but as soon as the 
mother of the little patient had finished her touching and 
artless account of the case of her child, I could not remove 
from my mind the impression that supernatural agency 
must have been in continuous operation, and accordingly I 
remarked to Elizabeth Jobson, — " All things are possible 
with God." I have reason to rejoice, that up to the pre- 
sent moment, I have continued firm in my belief, that in 
this miraculous case, deception was never attempted by 
any individual, and that, of a surety, supernatural power 
was displayed, during many weeks, in a peculiar and stri- 
king manner. 

Some days afterwards, I became anxious in respect to 
the little 'invalid, and called at her father^s house, when 
her mother told me that her child was recovered. I was 
much pleased at this intelligence, and desired to see herf 
and asked her mother whether she were in the house, and 
was informed that she was bashful, and that upon my ar- 
rival had slipped into another room. I followed into the 
next room, and as she was not there, I proceeded further 
into a dressing closet, and saw her standing at a distance 

H 



50 

from the door. She smiled timidly, and appeared afraid 
upon seeing me, when I immediately remarked to her 
" Why are you so shy with . me ? I am your friend — ^pray, 
diake hands with me^ ^ which sha did, though it evidentty 
was with some reluctance. I left the room immediately 
afterwards. 

At our next interview we became more intimate, and I 
asked her why she was so backward with me at our first 
meeting affcer her recovery? Her, reply was very remark- 
able ; she half whispered to me in a childish voice, *' You 
were a stranger to me, for I had never seen you before 
that time, and I saw an angel standing at your back.^ 
^t this visit, her mother gave me several particulars in res- 
pect to the progress and symptoms of her disease ; that 
she refused all sustenance except milk in which sugar- 
candy was dissolved, of which she partook freely, and des- 
ignated manna. At that time she had a good appetite, 
but appeared to be delicate.. 

One day, not long after this visit, Mary Jobson inform- 
ed me, that she was aware I firmly believed in siqper- 
natural agency in respect to herself, and added, I would 
have several signs before the end of the year, which 
turned out to be perfectly correct. 

I had too much firmness of mind to be afraid, or to 
think much upon this subject, particularly as I had never 
been heretofore made sensible of such agency. However, 
j^Jt)9ut the middle of August, (I am sorry now that I did 
j)^op take down the date, as at first determined) I had the 
fipt sign, which was as follows : — during sleep in the pight 
tipie, I was awakened by a very loud blow upon the BiOf>t 
i[iear to the side of the bed, which was twice repeated, at 
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intervalo of seconds. These knocks were so loud, that I 
thought I heard the floor crash upon its receiving the 
second and third blows. I instantly sat up in bed, and at 
the same time said to my wife, — " Margaret did you hear 
that i ^ when she replied ; (though to my mind, die -ap- 
peared to be awakened by me, and not by the knocks). 
*' I thought I heard something thrown over the waU.'' I 
now proceeded to examine the room, and found all things 
|>erfectly (]piiet, the rushlight half burnt down, and upon 
drawing back one of the window curtains, I found it ^as 
ilaybreak. It struck me as something singular that a fa- 
vourite French terrier dog which slept in the room did not 
bark. It immediately flashed across my mind, that the 
knocks were supernatural. I retired to bed, and slept 
soundly till the hour of rising, viz. seven o'^clock, my mind 
being perfectly tranquil. 

A few days afterwards, I saw Mary Jobsoti, -When she 
took the first word and said, " You had a sign the other 
night,'' mentioning the night, adding, " You heard three 
knocks in your bed-room : your wife heard, but the ser- 
vants did not hear them : you were not alarmed." I asked 
the hour, and she said, looking up for a moment, "A^ 
daybreaf 

The second sign took place in the same room,"wTien my 
wife was residing at the Spa Hotd, Shotley-Bridge. This 
I noted on the page of my Almanack, whidi was the 
night between the 8th, and 9th, of October. I had been 
laying awake for some little time, and just after I had 
offered up a prayer, I heard a violent blow upon the top 
of an East India leather covered chest, which for the 
convenience of the family had been left in the bed-rooin ; 
r started to my feet, examined the rush-h'ght, looked at 
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nxf inc^ lutd S^cxxii disc ic waa •^c&ectr finr 4 



Tlie diini ffsn tnck pisbce iidgil die m^s£ ^eDreen dtf 

Mt elev«^ o' dodc ami ha* i reicarkdti die ^cioid •:^ hke feet 
et the semutSii as tbej wen^ ;ip scazrs to zbtar he%l-roomai, 
h^ aaid prav^T^ sxii wag sJhcir: to coEicc«e m^^^eff to 
rfe^. vfhen I 'te^r^i & TOlent bl*:w a^ if «craek bj & faand- 
whip, trpcn my bed-roon dcor. and wfcach. wx* oear to mj 
led. The door rangr from the stroke, and I candi 
kiK/wied^e, t?iat firom the ^Cfidenness of the bJow. I st 
with surprise, bnt I soon re^^overed my unseal trauqidHty. 
ami passed a rery agreeaLla night. 



Not long after thia sign was manifested, I was one morn- 
ing after breakfast feitting in a musing state near the fire, 
every thing in the room being perfectly qoiet. when I observ- 
er! a large printed card to come down in a twirling manner 
frmn the mantle-piece, and fall at my feet. This card had 
l^^en firmly placed among the legs of a pretty large figure 
of a hor»e, in marble, and could not be displaced from its 
jK>wtion l;y any common agenc\'. I was fixed in my chair 
with a«ioni«hment. It is needfid to remark that there 
wer« circiim«t;inceg connected with this card, in which 
Mary Job«on was greatly interesteid. This to some per- 
mnn mny appf^r to be of no importance, but such is not 
th*5 ea«o — for in preparing this new edition for the press I 
C5on»ider it duo to the candid reader to state that the pa- 
rwitw of Mary Jobson left to my decision the school she 
should att(?nd — and accordingly 1 made particular en- 
(|«tir'inf4 in tlii« rcHpcct, and had at that period obtained in- 
formation from difforent quarters, but had not made up 
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my mind which of the Schools was most suitable for her. 
I need scarcely remark that the fall of the card from the 
place in which it was fixed decided my determination — 
and I am happy to add that she is making rapid pro- 
gress in her education. I was told by her, some time 
afterwards, the kind of agency which was in operation, 
but as I have forgotten the particulars, I never took 
occasion to make questions a second time upon this sub- 
ject. 

These four signs occurred, as predicted by Mary Jobson, 
before the end of the year 1840. 

I have another sign to record, which also took place 
in my house. On account of my wife's continued indis- 
position, I slept in the drawing-room, and from this ar- 
rangement, greater convenience and comfort were afford- 
ed to the invalid, who had a female domestic to sleep in 
her room. 

Upon the above mentioned night, I heard loud, contin- 
uous knocks on the room door, and as nearly as I could 
count, to the extent of seven — ^very steady and regular. 
I called out as usual, " Come in,'' but no notice was taken 
of my invitation. After the knocks ceased, I immediately 
opened the door, but all was silent and dark upon the 
stairs. I then went to my wife's bed-room door, and 
found it locked. I called to the servant, and she answer- 
ed me, as if from her couch. I then returned to my 
sleeping-room, and shut the door, intending to retire to 
bed, but near to the bed, and nearly as high as the ceilingj 
I heard seven distinct and loud knocks. I looked up to 
the spot, but could see nothing. I confess I was a little 
intimidated, but what was I to do? I went to ibed^iAnd 
slept soundly up to my usual hour of rising. 
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) H^>' Wni^ ii¥^liMi> tlmt «CKiii after Maiy Jobecm was 
tN>s*|v4iviA ivi WahK Wr mn^vtlifr sl^^rad me the figures of 
^^^IM^ jMinI ¥)W«m. ¥f<^ <W c ighig rf Ae room in which 
W^«MM Kv <»r ^ iwwiy >KiN>a^^ ami lin i gh her hwJh a iMl^ 
^ ^^l|il#^v^ H^^MML Wtwhdl^^va^KA ofv these figoia^ 
ill^i^iQ^tli^^^^ ij^ \iM^iBii^ ^iSt wcjr <iirtiMDl» and appearod to 



I thiuK it my duty W ^te., that when I became wdl 
SM>4iHMut^ with Manr Jobeon, I took an oppoitonity of 
^&Kuig whether sh^ <?ouU give me a few texts from the 
bc>l> S4>ici{>tiu^eft>. tQwhiehdieinmiediatelja^ Upon 

t^i^ Sk slip of wn^is^ paper, and a pencil from my pock* 
Qt» sho stood fimftly brfore me, and looking upwards, gaye 
th^ folWwing teskts;, as rapidly as I could write them down. 

P«us^ W. veise 17th. 

Psahn x^Qix. terse 2nd, 

St. M^hew, chapter xxviii. verse 15th. 

lat Corinthians, the whole of the xy. chapter. 

2nd Corinthians,' the whole of the xiii. chapter. 

Snd Thessalonians, chapter ii. verses 14th to the 17th, 
Uftdusive. 

'JHt^il^ws, chapter ii. verse 15th. 

Stud St. John, 4th and 5th verses. 

Bevdation, chapter xxii. verses 12th to the 18th, 
. inclusive. 

Some days afterwards I inquired of Mary Jobson, how 
it occurred that she had the texts so ready ; when she in- 
formed me, that about half an hour before my arrival at 
h^ fother^s house, a voice informed her of my intended 
vilitr and that I would ask her for some Scripture texts. 
XiftheiD took leave to ask her to inform me whose voice dt^ 
"^as^^rwhen she instantly replied, that the voice commenced: 



DO 



to speak in the following words, " I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life : no man cometh unto the Father 
but by me.'' This I knew to be the language of tho 
Saviour of the world, as we find recorded in the New 
Testament. I then asked her whether my name had 
been mentioned by any other voice; when she inform- 
ed me that such was the case, at two different periods, 
at one time by Saint Paul, and at another period by Saint 
Peter. 

A few days ago, and whilst this edition was in the press, I 
asked Mary Jobson to oblige me by informing me whether, 
as I conjectured from her fixed attitude, she read the texts 
which she gave me on that momentous occasion in the at- 
mosphere — Her reply was, that a figure clothed in white 
apparel, having a somewhat dark complexion, stood before 
her, and pronounced the texts to her in a deliberate manner 
whilst I wrote them down — I need scarcely add that I was 
not permitted to see the figure, or to hear the words spoken. 

I have also to state that at difiFerent periods during the 
sixteen weeks in which the child was confined to her bed, 
Psalms, from the old as well as the new versions, were 
sung in parts, in a most beautiful, clear, and impressive 
style ; and that the words were pronounced very distinctly. 
Hymns, such as we hear in places of public worship, were 
frequently sung in an equally interesting manner. 

If we believe in the Holy Scriptures we must a fortiori 
believe in a world of spirits and also that from all titrte^ 
spirits have been seen and heard by many persons at differ*^* 
ent periods — moreover, if spirits have assumed visiM^ 
forms we are compelled to acknowledge that what has b^n^ 
may be again, not only in our day but also to the end'of 



56 

tho world. If any man presume to say that unimbodied 
spirits can have nothing to do with us, and that they are 
not identified with human affairs, I will fearlessly tell him 
that he speaks like an idiot, and begs the question like a 
faJse reasoner. 

* * ' 

It is with some persons a difficult point to determine 
whether spirits which are seen, or heard, be good or bad 
spirits — ^but for my part I think there is no difficulty in 
the matter, for common sense teaches us fchat good spirits 
are identified with that which is good, and evil spirits with 
that which is evil, and which annoy without any evident 
good purpose. 

We are all aware that the most irrefragable proof of 
supernatural agency is the sight — sucTi is the uniformity of 
this valuable faculty that if different persons see, at the 
same time, any peculiar object their testimony must stand 
unimpeached even by the most sceptical and incredulous. 

It has been truly remarked that miracles are appeals 
to our senses, as doctrines are to our reason— ^but such is 
tmfortunately the nature of our species that we in general 
<iome at once to conclusions without scrutiny or enquiry — 
and instead of asking questions of crediblQ witnesses we 
make up our minds according to preconceived ideas and 
impressions — and this the more readily because we must 
all acknowledge that we are worldly and selfish. 

> We ought to be aware that miracles are proofs of divine 
appvobation as well as of divine power. Miracles are of 
^mk a nature as to bear the strictest examination and 
hfivse all the criteria necessary to distinguish them from 
the .delusions of enthusiasm or the artifices of impoature. 
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They must also be plain and indisputable conveying their 
own meaning and carrying with them their own authority. 

The proper effect of miracles is to mark in a dear and 
distinct manner the divine interposition, and must have 
characters to indicate such interposition. 

Miracles must have important designs worthy their au- 
thor. They must be publicly performed, and the effects 
made so visible as to be observable by numbers at the 
same period of time in order that the witnesses or rather 
evidences may be enabled to form correct ideas upon the 
subject. Miracles must be independent of second causes. 
They must be objects of sense, suck as an impostor would 
not attempt, and an enthusiast could not effect ; and they 
must withal be so palpable, and certain, that mockers and 
scoffers shall not be able to turn effectually their redicule 
against.them. 

The intelligent reader is respectfully invited to aj)ply 
these criteria to the miraculous case of Mary Jobsop.by 
discoursing with any, or all, of the respectable and devout 
witnesses whose names and residences will be found in 
the pages of this Record. 

I consider it my duty, to express the happiness which I 
have so frequently experienced at different times when in 
the county of York, as well as in this county at finding so 
large a munber of believers in this miraculous case ; sonde 
of whom, holding high rank in our national church, and 
others^ devout ministers of our faith under the denomi-^ 
nation of Presbyterians, and Wesleyans. Tathase X^ 
have much pleasure to add a considerable number of lay 



58 

members of society who are highly respected for learn- 
ing and piety. 

It is a remarkable fact that the families of John Jobson, 
and Joseph Ragg, have up to this hour frequently heard 
heavenly music during the night time ; which to them ha» 
been a source of the greatest delight and gratification. 

" Whatever probability there is, that the eyes of one^ 
man may be deceived, in any one instance, the probability 
is as nothing, that both his sight and touch should be de- 
ceived at once, or that the senses of ten men should be de- 
ceived in the same manner, at the same time. It is the 
same with regard to testimony, it may have deceived us in 
particular instances ; but this applies to one species of tes- 
timony only ; there is another species which never deceived 
US. We learn by experience to separate distinctly the one 
from the other, and to fix upon a species of testimony, on 
which we rely with the same confidence as on the unifor- 
mity of nature. Thus if we find a man, who in other re- 
spects shews every indication of a sound mind, relating an 
event which happened under his own inspection, and in 
such circumstances that he could not possibly be deceived ; 
if his statement be such as contributes in no respect to his 
credit or advantage (in respect to this world,) but on the 
contrary, exposes him to ridicule, contempt, and persecu- 
tion ; if, notwithstanding, he steadily perseveres in it, un- 
der every species of persecution, to suppose such a testimo- 
ny intended to deceive, would be to assume a deviation 
from the established course of human character, as remark- 
able as any event which it could possibly convey to us. 
This- might be maintained in regard to one such testimony ; 
l^ut if we find numerous witnesses agreeing in the same 
testimony, all equally informed of the facts, aU shiowing the 
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same characters of credibility, and without the possibility 
of concert or connivance, the evidence becomes not icon- 
vincing only, but incontrovertible.*"* 

In conclusion I take leave to quote a text, which. I have 
reason to beUeve will be found to be very interesting to all 
denominations of christians. — 

" Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the 

mercy of oiir Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.'*'*—- iTiwefo, 
wr. 21. 

W. REID CLANNY. 

Bridge Street^ Bishopwearmouth^ 
25tk December^ 1841. 



* Dr. Abercrombie* 
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